Richard Howell Jr.

September 27, 1948 - September 10, 2020

Richard Howell Jr., 71 of Crown Point, Indiana, transitioned on September 10,
2020 at Sparrow Hospital in Lansing, MIl. He was born in Chicago, lllinois to
Richard Howell Sr. and Jessie Simpson on September 27, 1948. Richard
graduated from Bishop Noll High School in 1967.

Richard was a hard-working man! In his earlier years he worked at the Blaw-
Knox Steel Company in East Chicago. Later he went on to join his wife Susan
in R&S Service Demolition Company and Quality Music. Richard was
kindhearted and had a strong passion for helping others. He believed in the
philosophy of “teaching a man to fish.” Over the years he took many people
under his wing providing them with employment, a safe space, and, ultimately,
tools for life. He could also have a conversation with anyone, no matter who
you were or where you were, and inspired others with his generosity and love.
He would give you not only his last penny, but a penny he didn’t even have!

Richard also had a deep passion for music and entertainment. He could bring
any room to life with a microphone and could hype up any crowd while singing
and jamming out with his bass guitar! In his lifetime he played for several
bands including the Chi-Lites, Creative Souls, Night Moves and Wolverine
Brothers. Richard enjoyed entertaining at weddings, Radisson Hotels,
campgrounds, and casinos.



Richard was a family man. He was very proud of his family and would have no
problem letting you know how many children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren he had. Family was a big passion of his life, second to the love
of his life, Susan. He married Susan Howell in 1976 and they lived in Crown
Point, Indiana. Together they raised 8 children and were married for 44 years.
Richard was known for his unique phrases including; “Life goes on and time
keeps on ticking, can’t stop either one,” “Everybody wants to go to heaven but
nobody wants to die,” “Trying was for when you were in high school, you can’t
try anymore, you have to DO IT,” and his favorite Facebook post, in all caps of
course, “ALWAYS AND FOREVER AMEN!!!I" His love has been felt by so

many, and his legacy will live forever!

Richard was preceded in death by his granddaughter Cherae Wright, father-
Richard Howell Sr., mother and stepfather Jessie and Rolland Simpson,
mother in-law, Anita Runyan, brother- Rolland Simpson Jr., brother in-law
George Franklin, nephew- Mark Franklin. He leaves to mourn his passing his
loving wife Susan; children- La Veda Howell, Tania (Greg) Kemp, Richard
(Angie) Howell lll, Alex (Sarah) Howell, Theresa (Jimmy) Mendez, Tiffany (Art)
Tyson, Carl Harris, and Wayne Harris; 20 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren; sister- Oyra Franklin; father in-law- Arden Runyan; nephew-
Rolland Simpson lll, extended family and many dear friends.

Funeral service Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 2 p.m. at Burns Funeral
Home, 10101 Broadway, Crown Point, IN. Visitation Saturday, September 19,
2020, from 11 a.m. until the time of service. Cremation to follow. In lieu of
flowers, Richard's family asks that donations be made to his family to help
cover expenses. Due to COVID-19, please provide your own mask and social
distancing is encouraged. www.burnsfuneral.com



Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 19. 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Burns Funeral Home & Crematory - Crown Point
10101 Broadway

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 769-0044

info@burnsfuneral.com
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/

Funeral Service

SEP 19. 2:00 PM (CT)

Burns Funeral Home & Crematory - Crown Point
10101 Broadway

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 769-0044

info@burnsfuneral.com
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/


mailto:info@burnsfuneral.com
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/
mailto:info@burnsfuneral.com
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/

Tribute Wall

Our entire family loved Rick. We have been so overwhelmed with
many awesome memories. We shared a lot of birthdays Easter egg
hunts and celebrations together. We all felt like family. Tiffany my
prayers have been united with yours today. We wish so much that
we could have been together. Much love to you Sue and the the
Howell family. Forever and ever AMENNNNNNNSY

Tricia Platt - September 19, 2020 at 04:04 PM

When Rick enter the room joy came in with him with a jelly laugh, A
man With lots of wisdom strong leadership skills ,he will be
missed,Sorry for your loss Susie’s and family keep loving each
other ,keep God first in your life and trust God for your healing ,he
will direct your pathway Proverbs 3:5 we love you and our prayers
are with you all J, € Elijah & Joyce Evans

jJoycr Evans - September 19, 2020 at 01:50 AM
Your extended Walgreens pharmacy family will miss you dearly. You
always made me smile in the pharmacy. He would come in say |
would some day work for the FBI. His famous words are still in my

head " the FBI will be calling soon. ". Miss you Mr. Howell

Chela wallace - September 18, 2020 at 10:34 PM



Your XPO Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Richard Howell Jr..

Your XPO Family - September 18, 2020 at 04:30 AM

Your XPO Family purchased the Lovely One Spat
hiphyllum Plant for the family of Richard Howell
Jr.

Your XPO Family - September 18, 2020 at 04:24 AM

Tom Mitchell and family purchased the Simply EI
egant Spathiphyllum for the family of Richard
Howell Jr..

Tom Mitchell and family - September 17, 2020 at 09:00 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Richard Howell Jr..

September 16, 2020 at 08:49 AM
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Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased
for the family of Richard Howell Jr..

September 15, 2020 at 12:39 PM

Even in high school, Richard was warm, kind, sweet, and funny. He
made riding the Gary bus to Bishop Noll fun. Sending all of his
family my sincere sympathy and prayers. He was indeed one of a
kind and he made the world a nicer place.

Mary Pagliero Popp - September 15, 2020 at 12:21 AM

| too remember Rick at Bishop Noll. Years later we had the pleasure of
becoming friends with Rick and Sue when our daughter Beth became
good friends with Theresa. He was always such a positive person.
Heaven has gained an angel!

Flo Filipowski - September 17, 2020 at 04:09 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Richard Howell Jr..

September 14, 2020 at 05:32 PM


https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3014&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Richard Howell Jr..

September 14, 2020 at 12:02 PM
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