Raymond Dean Kickbush

April 29, 1935 - September 19, 2021

Raymond Dean Kickbush, 86, of Valparaiso, Indiana, passed away peacefully
at home on Sunday, September 19, 2021.

He was born April 29, 1935, in Gowanda, NY, the son of the Leonard and
Rena Kickbush, nee Boberg.

He was a 1953 graduate of Cattaraugus High School, and Valparaiso
University (1957 undergraduate and 1959 law school), and a veteran of the
US Army.

He actively participated in his community, first as an attorney and then as
Circuit Court Judge. Believing “It is easier to build strong children than to
repair broken men," he passionately championed innumerable initiatives to
help children. He brought together countless families through the vows of
marriage and decree of adoption. He was instrumental in the building of two
Juvenile Detention Centers in Porter County. He ardently studied and
advocated for Youth Boot Camps in the state of Indiana. He initiated the Court
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Program to advocate for the rights of
children. He founded Family House in Valparaiso. He was an inspiration and
will be fondly remembered and missed by all.

He was a member of Faith Memorial Lutheran Church in Valparaiso where he



was an active member in its choir.

Ray was a classical music enthusiast, avid stamp collector, and member of
the International Brick Collectors Association. He loved working with his hands
and physical activity. He thrived when gardening, wood cutting and wood
splitting, all while listening to Cubs games on his AM transistor radio. His
fondest and most cherished moments were spent with his family, his children
and his grandchildren. He traveled extensively both domestically and
internationally.

He is survived by his wife, Nancy Merow Kickbush, whom he married on
August 28, 1957, in Catturagus NY; three sons, Paul J. Kickbush (Kathy),
John A. Kickbush (Theresa), and Peter J. Kickbush (Jennifer); two daughters
Katrina M. Kickbush (Shawn) and Christina R. Cortez; his foreign exchange
student daughter Graziella Menesello; and 16 grandchildren, Scott,
MacKenzie, Madison, Alicia, Zach, Hayden, Lincoln, Dorin, Tristan, Rohan,
Marin, Grace, Zakery, Makayla, Mallory and Valentina. He is survived by his
sister, Edna Kudor of Columbus, Ohio.

The family will receive friends and family for visitation from 2:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 23, 2021, at The First Christian Church 1507 E.
Glendale Blvd, Valparaiso, Indiana 46383.

Funeral services will be held at 10:00 a.m. Friday, September 24, 2021, at The
First Christian Church in Valparaiso. Pastor Eric Schoech of Faith Memorial
Lutheran Church will officiate.

Memorials may be sent to Family House Inc. 610 E. Glendale Blvd Valparaiso,
Indiana 46383 (familyhousenwi.com), or Dunes Hospice 4711 Evans Ave
Valparaiso, Indiana 46383 (www.duneshospicellc.com). Burns Funeral Home
(Hobart) entrusted with arrangements. www.burnsfuneral.com.






Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 23. 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

The First Christian Church
1507 East Glendale Boulevard
Valparaiso, IN 46368

Funeral Service

SEP 24. 10:00 AM (CT)

The First Christian Church
1507 East Glendale Boulevard
Valparaiso, IN 46368



Tribute Wall

Gable Gift Box was purchased for the family of
Raymond Dean Kickbush.

October 04, 2021 at 10:12 AM

Condolences and love to you, Auntie Nan, and family. Uncle Ray
was such a kind-hearted, sweet, warm, and fun person. | have so
many wonderful memories of the two of you while | was growing up.
From you two and my parents being part of the Bridge Club to Uncle
Ray and my Dad going through law school at VU and being partners
in their law practice, our families grew up together. I'm so grateful
for the happy times we had with the Kickbush Clan and having had
Uncle Ray (and you!) in my life. My thoughts and prayers are with
you. Love, Suzi (Andersen) Price

Suzanne Price - September 23, 2021 at 08:05 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Raymond Dean Kickbush.

September 23, 2021 at 08:44 AM


https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=824&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=824&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Condolences to the family for their loss. Ray was always kind to me
and made me feel like | part of the family.

~Sending hugs and prayers,
Kristine Martz Givens

Kristine Martz Givens - September 22, 2021 at 10:44 AM

The George and Hella Weber family were always good friends of
Ray and Nancy Kickbush. My parents enjoyed their company
through Faith Memorial Church. | even babysat their children and
John was in my wedding! | fondly remember singing in the church
choir with Ray and Nancy. At various times in my life, Ray was kind
to me by offering legal advice when | was uncertain how to proceed.

My daughters, Jessica and Olivia, attended Central Elementary
school while Nancy was the principal there. After | moved to the
Pacific Northwest 6 years ago, we stayed in touch and shared a
meal when | came to Valpo for a visit.

My family's favorite memory of Ray would have to be that he was
the World's Best Hugger! When you received a bear hug from Ray,
you were enveloped in his warmth and caring personality. Ray will
be greatly missed, but not forgotten. Our love to you, Nancy, and
your family. Much love from Monika (Weber) Yover Q@

Monika Yover - September 22, 2021 at 02:00 AM



