Patricia Ann Walker Wardrip

July 26, 1926 - April 11, 2021

Patricia Ann Walker Wardrip, age 94, of Valparaiso (Avalon Springs Health
Campus) passed away on Sunday, April 11, 2021.

Pat was born on July 26, 1926 in Elwood, Indiana to Helen and Paul Walker.
The family moved to Gary, IN, in 1939 Pat graduated from Emerson High
School in 1943 in only three years. She met her future husband, Charles
(Chuck) Wardrip, on a double date when they each took their dates home
early and went out together that same night. They married on October 11,
1945, while Chuck was still in the uniform of the United States Army Air
Corps. They were happily married for 62 years until Chuck passed in 2008.
She is also survived by three sons: Craig (Sue) of Palos Heights, IL,
Christopher (Sharon) of Indianapolis, IN and Timothy (Cindy) of Valparaiso;
eight grandchildren: Jean Burr, Brian Wardrip, Thomas (Tess) Wardrip,
Nicholas (Nadia) Wardrip, Danielle (Michael) Elliott, Samantha Lomax-Aguilar,
Rebecca (Jeffery) James and Kaylyn Wardrip; twelve great-grandchildren:
Hailie Wardrip; Marissa Burr, Garrett Wardrip, Graham Wardrip, Wyatt Burr,
Corinne Wardrip, Cameron Wardrip, Gwendolyn Elliott, Peter Elliott, Gracie
Wardrip, Melody James, and Grayson Wardrip, and her niece, Jennifer
Flowers. She was predeceased by her husband, her parents, her brother,
Robert, and her sister, Nancy.

Pat was a brilliant woman, who attended the University of Arizona in Tucson,
AZ, with Chuck from 1946 - 1947, until they tired of eating soup by the case —
the Gl Bill after WW2 was not generous! Pat and Chuck moved back to Gary



in 1947. Pat gave birth to 3 boys in 4 2 years, while also working part time at
the Budd Company. In 1959 she returned to college at Valparaiso University,
graduating in 1962 with a BA in elementary education. She also completed a
Masters in teaching at IlU Northwest. She taught second grade at Arthur P.
Melton School in Gary for 23 years before retiring in 1985. Pat and Chuck
lived in Gary, Crown Point (LOFS), Brown County, IN, and then back to Crown
Point (LOFS). They only lived in Brown County a short while — although they
loved their home there, they were too far away from the grandchildren! Pat
lived at Avalon Springs Health Campus in Valparaiso for her final 8 years
when she developed mobility issues. Pat was an excellent teacher, who was
loved by hundreds of students. She enjoyed her family greatly, and was happy
to be surrounded anytime by grandchildren, great-grandchildren and other
family members who called her Grandma Pat. At Avalon Springs she was a
social butterfly, who loved and was loved by the staff who cared for her.
Somehow, in spite of raising three sons and a husband, she maintained her
sanity and her happy disposition for her entire life.

There will be no public funeral, and, at Pat’s wish, there will be cremation at
the Burns Funeral Home Crematory, and her ashes will be mixed with
Chuck’s. A private family memorial will be held at a later time. Burns Funeral
Home, Crown Point, entrusted with arrangements.



Tribute Wall

Graham Wardrip sent a virtual gift in memory of
Patricia Ann Walker Wardrip

Graham Wardrip - April 23, 2025 at 11:03 PM

I miss Grandma pat

Graham Wardrip - April 23, 2025 at 11:04 PM

Our thoughts and prayers and with you and your family. With
deepest sympathy, Joe and Liz Romeo

Joe and Liz Romeo - May 02, 2021 at 10:45 PM

I loved Mrs. Wardrip. She was my second grade teacher at Melton
School. She was so very kind, and | will always have fond memories
of her. When | had to get my tonsils out,she actually came to my
house to see me. My parents were so taken back, they cried. Such
sad news to me of her passing. She was such a Wonderful Woman.
My life was richer just knowing her. Rest In Peace, So Well
Deserved. You will always remain in my heart. God Bless Your
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Family, for they truly lost a Gem... J, &3 |, &2

Nancy DeBusk - April 14, 2021 at 06:59 PM



We miss you Grandma. I’'m so thankful to have had you in my life.
You showed us all how a strong, smart, family-centric woman could
raise a happy family. | will miss you sharing all of your stories, but |
know the family will keep telling them for many years. There’s a
story for any situation - a sure sign of a life well-lived. §

Rebecca James - April 13, 2021 at 01:36 PM



