Joan L. Long

July 7, 1932 - October 5, 2009

Joan Louise Long, of Hobart was born July 7, 1932, the eldest child of John
and Emily Durkin passed away peacefully at home at the age of 77 on
October 5, 2009 after a courageous battle with cancer. She was a 1950
graduate of Horace Mann High School, with an Education degree from Ball
State and a Masters degree from Indiana University. She retired from the
Merrillville Elementary Community Schools after working for 27 years as the
librarian. After retirement, she served as a volunteer for several years at
Methodist Hospital in Merrillville. Joan had many happy memories of her co-
workers, and had a special group of friends, many dating back over 70 years
to grade school. The “Bridge Club” and “Breakfast Group” were a couple of
her and Jim’s favorite activities. She loved playing bridge and bingo, solving
puzzles, travelling with family & friends, caring for many family dogs, and
especially watching her grandsons grow and mature. Joan was an avid sports
fan, and had front row seats at many “grandsons” sporting events over the
years. Joan was preceded in death by her husband of 51 years James Long,
brother Jack Durkin and granddaughter Rebecca Joan Miller who died as an
infant. Joan was a loving wife, mother, and grandma and is survived by her
sister Pat (Durkin) & Pete Meyer of Hebron, IN, 3 daughters - Teri (Long) and
Scott Miller of Brownsburg, IN, Jeannie (Long) and Kennny Hastings of
Hobart, IN, Sue (Long) and David Woodward of Valparaiso, IN, 3
grandchildren - Joshua Miller of Brownsburg, IN and Jacob and Riley
Woodward of Valparaiso, IN, sister-in-law Carol Durkin of Williamsville, NY,



many nieces and nephews especially Earle Long and his wife Susan of
Indianapolis, IN, and special caregiver Margaret Kamuwanga of Zambia,
Africa. Funeral services will be Thursday, October 8, 2009 beginning at 9:30
a.m. at Burns Funeral Home, 710 E. 10th St., Hobart, IN, going to St. Bridget
Catholic Church, 568 E. 2nd St., Hobart, IN. for a Mass of Christian Burial at
10 a.m. Rev. Dominic V. Bertino officiating. Friends may visit with the family
on Wednesday from 2 to 8 p.m. at Burns Funeral Home (Hobart). Memorial
donations may be made to the American Cancer Society, 1551 E. 85th Ave.,
Merrillville, IN 46410 or VNA Hospice of Porter County, 501 Marquette St.,
Valparaiso, IN 46383. www.burnsfuneral.com



Tribute Wall

Joan was so full of life and fun, and we enjoyed the time she and
Jim visited with us and their enthusiasm at the reunions. We spent
yearly visits in conversation and sharing about the family. We wiill
miss them both but rejoice they are together again in God\'s
kingdom. Our sympathies to the children and their families. Sorry
we could not travel to be with you all but our thoughts and prayers
go with you all. Lovingly, Larry & Kim##imported-begin##Larry and
Kim Long (nephew)##imported-end##

October 07, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Hey Mom, \'m sure dad, your mom and dad, and uncle Jack
welcomed you w/ open arms. Ya know mom, who,s gonna call me
numerous times a day...it was very hard to let you go but | know
now, you\'re at peace..| LOVE YOU and miss you already..please
talk to me when | may need some guidence or you just want to
talk...ya know, dad does. Love, Jeannie, Kenny, Sasha and a
special hug from Lucky(Ruff Ruff)##imported-begin##JEANNIE
HASTING S##timported-end#t

October 06, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Well Mom, It seems as though we were just here a short while ago
for Dad. Your time was too short with us but the Lord was calling
your name. | know you are at peace, rejoice and be happy with Dad
and your parents- No more suffering. You were a great Mom and
grandmother. We will all miss you, the boys are sad tonight but
deep down they know you are in a better place. Love you bunches:
See you in about 50 years or so. Susie.##imported-begin##The
Woodwards##imported-end##

October 05, 2009 at 12:00 AM



Mom You were a awesome Mother and Grandmother. | know you
are dancing with the angels and playing bridge with Dad. We know
you are at Peace!

\"Let the word of the Lord dwell in you.\" Col 3:16##imported-
begin##Teri Miller##imported-end##

October 05, 2009 at 12:00 AM
You will be missed Mom Joan.
Love You,

Scottittimported-begin##Scott Miller##imported-end##

October 05, 2009 at 12:00 AM



