
Gary D. Nawrocki
January 13, 1953 - February 21, 2022

Gary D. Nawrocki, age 69, of Crown Point, passed away in his home on
February 21, 2022 after a long battle with polycystic kidney disease. Gary was
born in Chicago, IL on January 13, 1953 to Irene Sommerfeld (Harsany) and
Chester Nawrocki. He grew up in Calumet City, IL along with his older brother
Gene and his baby sister, Dawn. He attended TF North High School. After
high school, he began his career working in the steel mills and retired from
Inland Steel in 2016. He was preceded in death by his mother and stepfather,
Ray Sommerfeld, his father and his daughter, Ryan Ly. 

 He’s survived by his loving wife- Rhonda; son- Shawn Nawrocki (Margaret);
daughters- Sarah Armstrong (Derek), Marcia Stasko (Joey), Kristal Tomlinson
(Luis), Nikki Johnsen (Bill), Tina Nawrocki along with 21 grandchildren;
brother- Gene Nawrocki (Patty); sister-Dawn Gignac (Scott), step brothers-
Paul Sommerfeld (Betsy), John Sommerfeld (Debbie), David Sommerfeld
(Jill); step sister- Sue Belo (John); niece- Trisha Hill, and his best friend, his
dog- Cody. 
Always a baseball fan, he began in little league and continued playing
baseball through high school. While at Inland Steel, he played softball for the
company team, the Steelers, where he met his best friend Dave “Gonzo”
Gonzalez. After his softball days ended, he continued to maintain his skills
with very competitive Wiffle ball tournaments with anyone who would accept
the challenge. Gary was a loyal Cubs fan and enjoyed games at Wrigley Field
whenever possible. 



He met the love of his life Rhonda (Hill) Nawrocki in 1985 and they were
married in 1987. Together they raised a large family of six daughters and one
son, always accompanied by their favorite niece and a loyal family dog in
Hammond Indiana before moving to Crown Point, later in life. 
Being a big fan of classic rock and the blues, Gary loved to play his guitar. In
high school he was in a band with his brother. Later in life he loved nothing
more than sharing his love of music with his only son. 

 Gary will always be remembered for his sense of humor, his life of the party
personality and of course his famous chili and stuffed pepper recipes. 

 Visitation will be held on Friday, February 25, 2022 from 2 p.m. until the time
of the funeral at 6 p.m. at Burns Funeral Home, 10101 Broadway, Crown
Point, IN. Pastor John Starr officiating. www.burnsfuneral.com



Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 25. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Burns Funeral Home & Crematory - Crown Point
10101 Broadway
Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 769-0044
info@burnsfuneral.com
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/

Funeral Service

FEB 25. 6:00 PM (CT)

Burns Funeral Home & Crematory - Crown Point
10101 Broadway
Crown Point, IN 46307
(219) 769-0044
info@burnsfuneral.com
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/
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February 24, 2022 at 01:57 PM

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased
for the family of Gary D. Nawrocki.

February 24, 2022 at 01:46 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Gary D. Nawrocki.

Cyndi Stewart - February 24, 2022 at 11:35 AM

I met Gary through my ex husband David (Gonzo) Gonzalez almost
40 yrs ago. He was best man at our wedding. He was a jack of all
trades, who loved his family & the Cubs, and was an all around
Great Guy! I know he will be missed! Prayers to you Rhonda, kids,
& grandkids and family. 

February 24, 2022 at 10:20 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Gary D. Nawrocki.
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