Donald Schultz

February 22, 1951 - November 8, 2021

Donald Schultz, 70, of Valparaiso, died early November 8th of heart failure. He
worked 30 years as a millwright in US Steel Gary Works. He volunteered as
the assistant varsity baseball coach at Boone Grove and Crown Point High
Schools under head coach Steve Strayer. He preferred to stay busy, which
meant spending as much time fishing as he could, but also gardening with his
wife, Carol, and making wooden toys for his three young grandchildren in the
winter.

His words of warning to his children when they were growing up were “fly right
—anything you've ever even thought of doing, I've tried it, and I'll know.”
Largely, he was right—he always did seem to find out. And he had plenty of
stories that made you fairly certain you didn’t ever want to try it for yourself,
even if they made you laugh until your sides hurt.

He could talk tough, but he was tender, kind, and always generous, especially
with his time. He was a kid at heart, and cared deeply about not only his two
children, but all of the kids who grew up around him. He had a way of knowing
when a kid needed a lifeline, and he was a master of striking up just the right
conversation. He’d take kids fishing—not just to teach them to fish, but
because once you were in the boat, you were a captive for conversation.
“Here’s the deal,” he’d say, “if you’re in the boat, you gotta talk.” He spent time
with you so that you knew you were worth spending time with. He coached



baseball for the same reason—he loved the game, but mostly he valued the
time he spent with the boys.

Aside from summer—because it meant fishing and baseball—Christmas was
Don’s favorite time of year. He adamantly believed in Santa Claus and would
argue with anyone who disagreed. If you took up this argument, you would
lose: Santa Claus is a spirit, and a way of taking care of one another, and a
sense of magic that we can create for each other, he’d argue. And, of course,
he was right.

Don and Carol were married for 49 years. He told her until the end that she
was just as pretty as the day he met her, and that if he had to do it all over
again, he'd choose her every time. Every morning he would ask her “Did | tell
you that | love you today? No? | love you today.”

Donald Richard Schultz was born in Chicago, lllinois, on February 22, 1951, to
Evelyn Schultz (nee Bermingham) and Raymond Schultz. He is survived by
his wife of 49 years- Carol (nee Kubacke) Schultz; daughter- Kristy (Michael)
Trapani of New Jersey; son- Jonathan (Nikki Wright) of Chesterton; siblings-
Beverly Barnett, Joan Fouts and Larry Schultz; three grandchildren- Julian,
Ethan and Cora.

He was preceded in death by his siblings- Jane Smith, Anna Mae Cayer and
Raymond Jr.

Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. until Mass of Christian Burial at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, November 13, 2021, at St. Paul Catholic Church, 1855 W. Harrison
Blvd., Valparaiso. A livestream of the service can be found at https://bit.ly/You
TubeStPaulValpo, or by searching St Paul Valparaiso on YouTube. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to Toys For Tots.www.burnsfuneral.com.






Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 13. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Paul Catholic Church
1855 W.Harrison Blvd.
Valparaiso, IN 46385

Mass of Christian Burial

NOV 13. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Paul Catholic Church
1855 W.Harrison Blvd.
Valparaiso, IN 46385



Tribute Wall

Lisa Schultz purchased the Rose Tribute for the
family of Donald Schultz.

Lisa Schultz - November 11, 2021 at 01:04 PM

Lisa Schultz & Terrie Schultz purchased the Rose
Garden Heart for the family of Donald Schultz.

Lisa Schultz & Terrie Schultz - November 11, 2021 at 01:00 PM

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for i
the family of Donald Schultz.

November 10, 2021 at 09:54 PM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of Donald Schultz.

November 10, 2021 at 04:15 PM


https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1434&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1434&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1462&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1462&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1462&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2997&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Donald Schultz.

November 10, 2021 at 01:15 PM

From, Kristy's Colleagues in B2B purchased the
Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Donald Schultz.

From, Kristy's Colleagues in B2B - November 10, 2021 at
12:48 PM

Barbara and Michael Kusisto purchased the Mem ) ‘
ories to Treasure for the family of Donald Schultz.

Barbara and Michael Kusisto - November 10, 2021 at 09:19
AM


https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1439&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1439&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1439&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My thoughts and prayers are with the family. Coach Schultz was a
great man with a legacy of making a positive impact on everyone he
came into contact with. While coaching baseball, he knew it was
more important to shape us into good men than good baseball
players. He was able to do both. | believe he would have helped me
and anyone else at anytime if we ever needed it. | was so blessed
to have him in my life for part of my journey. Rest in Peace Don.
Your legacy will live on.

Danny Mendez - November 10, 2021 at 05:28 AM

Danny, thank you so much for sharing—it means so much to us. This is
one of my photos of you all <3
~Kristy

Kristy Schultz - November 11, 2021 at 07:56 AM

You are so welcome. I'm thinking about all of you right now. He always
had a way of making sense of life to others when they were struggling.
| wish | could have had a few more conversations with him.

Danny Mendez - November 12, 2021 at 11:15 PM



