
Barbara J. Martin
December 2, 1944 - November 3, 2020

Barbara J Martin, age 75, passed away on November 3, 2020 in Crown Point,
Indiana. Barbara grew up in Gary, Indiana and was a graduate of Bishop Noll
High School, class of 1962. She attended University of St. Francis in Joliet, IL
where she earned her Degree in Education and further continued her
education at Northern Illinois University earning her MBA. She started her
career in Gary as a teacher at Horace Mann High School where she became
one of the first female athletic directors in Indiana. She moved to Chicago and
worked at Marshall Fields for a short time. She later returned to her true
calling in education and taught at Roberto Clemente Community Academy for
over 20 years. She was a well-respected and winning coach of varsity softball
and football. During her coaching career, she became the only female football
coach in the state of Illinois. She was a strong advocate and mentor for her
students, but to many of them “they simply called her Mom.” She retired to
Oxford, MS where she continued her love of teaching by becoming a
substitute teacher for the Lafayette County School District. She also attended
Ole Miss University where she audited classes. 

 Barbara was preceded in death by her parents- Joseph and Anna Martin and
sister- Dolores (Ronald) Tonetski. She is survived by her brother-Richard
(Susan) Martin, 6 nieces and 1 nephew. She also had several great and
(great-great) nieces and nephews and many beloved cousins. 

 Private funeral arrangements entrusted to Burns Funeral Home, Crown Point.
A celebration of life will be held at a future date.
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jerry and sally osmulski - November 11, 2020 at 06:34 PM

Barb was my wife's roommate at St. Francis in their freshman year
and she later stood up to our wedding. She was a great friend and
will always be remembered in our thoughts and prayers. After
having no contact with her for many years, she called out of the blue
shortly before moving back to Indiana. We were so happy to hear
from her. We send our heartfelt condolences and will be having
Mass said for her.

Matthew Johnston - November 10, 2020 at 07:41 PM

9 files added to the album Memories Album

November 06, 2020 at 10:16 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Barbara J. Martin.

https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.burnsfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Sindy Cardona - November 05, 2020 at 06:03 PM

Rest in paradise Ms. Barbara Martin. 
 
I love you and am eternally grateful for your love, attention, listening
ear, advice and mentorship that you freely gave. Thank you for
taking us all in as your own kids and sharing your heart and life with
us. 
 
Ms. Martin a tough yet loving teacher & coach, caring, kind,
generous, consistent, patient, tell it how it is, no bullshit human. 
 
I always tell everyone your uncle was the older guy in the Rocky
Movies with the deep voice & he invented the metal jar thing that
they use to stop bleeding on the face during boxing matches.  
 
The world lost an incredible human being but your legacy lives on
and heaven has gained a tough angel!
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Elaine M Dainton - November 05, 2020 at 01:56 PM

3 files added to the tribute wall

Maggie Feliciano - November 04, 2020 at 08:30 PM

8 files added to the tribute wall


